
Cheap Summer Fun 
Free (and almost-free) summer activities to keep kids happy and active all season long. 

 Bike Parade 

Post signs around the neighborhood encouraging kids to decorate their rides with streamers, 
stickers, flags, and more—then let them cruise while all the parents applaud. 

 

  

Thank Local Heroes 
Take a tour of your police or fire station. Since most locations don't have set visiting hours, call 
ahead to arrange an appointment. 



 

 Learn from Masters 

Watching artisans paint, pot, and blow glass is captivating for kids. Most cities host regular 
open-house art events; call your Chamber of Commerce for information. 

 

  

Creating Obstacle Courses 
Build a backyard obstacle course with hula hoops, jump ropes, even a hose, then time the kids. 

 



 Neighborhood Game Night 

Designate one evening a week for some friendly multifamily competition (think kickball, 
softball, and capture the flag). Keep things fair by designating a different parent to ref  and 
dividing into new teams each time, like dads and daughters versus moms and sons. 

 

 Make Some Goop 

Mix up a bowl of Oobleck (Dr. Seuss), a mysterious matter that kids can shape into balls or let 
ooze from their fingers. Here's how: 
* Pour one cup water into a large mixing bowl. 
* Add a few drops of food coloring (any color). 
* Slowly stir in two cups of cornstarch (use a spoon at first, but you may eventually find it's 
easier with your hands). 

 



 Free Family Films 

Select Regal theaters offer Summer Movie Express tickets for $1 each summer, screening PG 
and G-rated movies at 10 a.m. every Tuesday and Wednesday. Go to regmovies.com for a 
schedule. AMC runs a similar program, Summer Movie Camp, on Wednesdays at 10 a.m., with 
$4 tickets; check out amctheaters.com for more details. 

 

 

Happy Unbirthday Party 
Do it for real: Send out invites ahead of time. Then on the day of, make a big Happy Unbirthday 
sign, blow up balloons, hang streamers, bake an unbirthday cake, and sing "Happy Unbirthday to 
You." (Since it's nobody's birthday, the guests can blow out the candles together!) 

https://www.regmovies.com/movies/summer-movie-express
https://www.regmovies.com/movies/summer-movie-express
https://www.amctheatres.com/summer-movie-camp
https://www.amctheatres.com/summer-movie-camp
https://www.parents.com/fun/birthdays/


 Free Bowling 

Hundreds of alleys across the country participate in the summer long Kids Bowl Free program, 
which allows children to play two games a day on the house. To register for a pass, roll on over 
to kidsbowlfree.com. 

 

 

  

Toy Swap 
Invite kids to come over with toys (in good condition) that they no longer want. Then, let them 
draw numbers to see who gets to pick a "new" toy first. 

http://kidsbowlfree.com/
https://www.parents.com/fun/toys/


  

Museum Discounts 
Many museums, big and small, offer free (or heavily discounted) admission for families one day 
a week. Put in a call to your local museum to inquire about dates and fees. 

 

 

 Chalk Bombs 

Kids will have a blast with this chalk-bomb idea. Use a clean soap-dispenser pump to fill water 
balloons with a washable chalk-paint mixture—mix 1 cup of water, 2 tablespoons of cornstarch, 
and a few drops of food coloring. Have your child draw targets on the ground with chalk or just 
let him go wild. Fire away! 
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